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THE DIVERGENT DEVELOPMENT OF TWO
VILLAGES IN THE AUSTRO-HUNGARIAN
BORDER REGION*

By
Monika Maria Varadi and Doris Wastl-Walter**

ABSTRACT

This article is the carefully-documented experience of two villages, once closely
united, physically, historically, economically, and of their divergent development
after their traumatic separation by the iron curtain. The villages of Moschendorf and
Pinkamindszent lie within sight of each other in what was once the heart of the
Austro-Hungarian Empire. The division of the region by an international border has
caused irreversible changes, strongly related to the ideological and governmental
under which each has lived.

RESUMEN

Este articulo muestra la experiencia, cuidadosamente documentada, de dos pueblos
alguna vez unidos, fisica, histérica y socialmente, y de su desarrollo divergente
después de su separacién traumética a causa de la cortina de hierro. Los pueblos de
Moschendorf y Pinkamindszent estin ubicados a la vista uno del otro, dentro de lo
que anteriormente era ¢l corazén del imperio Austro-Hingaro. La divisién de la
regién por la frontera internacional ha provocado cambios irreversibles,
estrechamente relacionados con los sistemas ideolégicos y de gobierno debajo de
los cuales cada uno ha vivido.

THE AIM OF THE INVESTIGATION
The Research Subject and the Methods

The fall of the iron curtain opened the way for comparative research work
concerning the differences in regional development in the East and in the
West, in this concrete case along the Austro-Hungarian border. Eastern
Austria (Burgenland) had been part of the Hungarian half of the Austro-
Hungarian Empire, and had, to a large extent, the same socio-economic
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Figure 1. Central Europe, 1995.

structure as the Hungarian neighbourhood. In 1921, the area was divided
by an international border; therefore East Austria and Western Hungary
have had a divergent development. Life in this border region is determined
by two restrictions; a) the location in a peripheral area in each of the two
national settlement systems; b) the location at the iron curtain, a geopoliti-
cal rupture, which determines to a different extent the regional
development on both its sides (see figure 1).

This case study, a comparison of two border villages, formerly in many
ways connected, but which had to relinquish any contact since 1948,
reveals the consequences proceding from this location. The effects of these
two geographical restrictions can be shown not only in the social and
economic development of the two local societies, but also in the individual
possibilities for self-realization. The iron curtain has not only been a
border; it is a multiple rupture: State border, language border, ideological
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Figure 2. The Location of the Two Investigated Villages Moschendrf and Pinkamindszent.
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Figure 3. The Decline of Population in the Two Investigated Villages.
Source: Census Data.

see from their homes. As a result, in 1948/1949 saw the beginning of an
emigration which has changed irreversibly the demographic structure of
the local society. The process went on continously; but twice the dimension
increased quickly and even dramatically: between 1949 and 1960, and
after 1970. The whole process, and in particular events during these two
periods can be seen as a (logical) consequence of the political practice of
state socialism. To a larger extent as well, this demographical erosion
can be interpreted as one factor in a system which modernizes basically
the living conditions of a society. In the life of the population of
Pinkamindszent, the consequences of the compulsory socialist
modemization are linked with the effects of the location at the border.
The people felt the consequences of the “Sowjet-Modell” for the first
time when the border was completely closed. Instead of the permeable and
penetrable border of the time from 1921 to 1948, the Iron Curtain was not
only a physical, but also a socologically and psychologically menacing
reality. Furthermore, they had not only lost their fields in the area of
Moschendorf, but also many fields in Pinkamindszent were taken out of
production. The community had a 50 m wide and 19 km long border area
where they were allowed to go, and to cultivate there, by special permit
only. The border villages like Pinkamindszent were not only closed on the
western side to Austria, but also closed to the rest of Hungary: the border
zone was an isolated area where people were allowed to go by special
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Figure 4. The Functional and Constructional Changes in the Structure
of Pinkamindszer.

emigrated. People from outside the forbidden border area were not allowed
to buy land or houses there.

In both villages, about 20% of the houses are still old (Moschendorf:
19,4%, Pinkamindszent: 23%). These are, for the most part, livellings of
old people who do not want to change or modemize their homes (also they
are often not able to do so).

The greatest difference between the two villages is the number of
rebuilt or recently built houses. In Pinkamindszent 43% of the houses are
rebuilt, mostly by young people who did not emigrate, and who invested
their money in their homes during the sixties. Only 9% are newly built
houses. Usually these are houses from the sixties: today elderly persons
live in them.
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Figure 5. The Functional and Constructional Changes in the Structure
of Moschendorf.
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