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INFORMATIVE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SIGNATURES
AT BAHIA DE LAS ANIMAS, BAJA CALIFORNIA

By
Eric W. Ritter, John W. Foster,
Robert I. Orlins, Louis A. Payen, and Paul D. Bouey

ABSTRACT

Bahia de las Animas along Baja California’s central Gulf coast was a major focus
of prehistoric activities. Here family groups relied on a rich and diverse marine and
terrestrial food base close at hand. Numerous archaeological sites are evident
including shellmounds, flaked stone tool workshops, smaller residential bases, and
a mortuary center. Occupation is evident from initial Mission-era sites with brown
ware ceramics to remains perhaps thousands of years old. It is hypothesized that
over time the regional inhabitants may have intensified and diversified their food
gathering practices with concomitant population increases and links with areas
nearby including those to the interior and Bahfa de los Angeles. Stress reduction
mechanisms, in addition to the regional links with other groups, may have included
various ritual activities and the beginnings of social differentiation.

. RESUMEN

Bahia de las Animas, a lo largo de la costa central del golfo de California, fue un
importante sitio de actividades prehistéricas. En este sitio los grupos familiares
contaron con una base alimenticia terrestre y marina muy a su alcance. Son evidentes
numerosos sitios arqueolégicos, incluyendo monticulos de conchas, talleres de
herramientas liticas pulidas, pequefios asentamientos residenciales, y un centro
funerario. La ocupaci6n es evidente a partir de sitios iniciales de la era misional, con
trabajos de cerimica café, hasta restos de quizd miles de afios de edad. Se propone
la hipétesis de que a través del tiempo los habitantes regionales pudieron haber
intensificado y diversificado sus pricticas de recoleccién de alimentos con los
incrementos poblacionales concomitantes y con los vinculos con éreas cercanas,
incluyendo las ubicadas al interior y Bahfa de los Angeles. Entre los mecanismos
para la reduccién de la tensién, ademds de los vinculos regionales con otros grupos,
es posible que se hayan incluido diversas actividades rituales, asi como los inicios
de la diferenciacién social.

INTRODUCTION

Archaeological work within Baja California is increasingly directed
toward understanding socio-economic and socio-political aspects of
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Table 1. Characteristics of Bahfa Las Animas Archaeological Sites.

No. Site Size  Sz.(m) Dominant Human  Animal Manb{s) Metate(s) Debitage Flaked Ceramics Obsidian Features

Site (m) Shellfish Remains Bone Stone
Tools

1 550x250 108,000 Chione - + - - + - - -

2 750 x 150 88,000 Chione E - - - + - + -

3 300 x 175 41,000 Chione - - - - + + - Cleared

(few) Circles?

4 450 x 150 53,000 Chione - - - - - + -

5 1650 x 150 194,000  Chione - = - = + + . -

6 825 x 150 97,000 Chione +* + + - + + + Short Rock
Aligment

7 1000 x 400 314,000 Chione B - + - - - = =

8 775x275 167,000 Chione - i - - + - + =

9 775x200 122,000 Chione - - - - + + - Fire Hearth

10** 600x 125t 59,000+ ? ? ? 7 ? ? ? ?

11 280 x 220 59,000  Ostero - - - - + - - -

12 300 x 200 47,000 Ostero + = - - + + - Rock Wall Cleared
Areas, Trail Talus
Burials

13 75x75 4,400  Chione - - - - - - Talus Burial

14 50 x 50 2,000  Chione - - ? - - - = =

15 75x75 4,400 Chione - - - - - - - Cleared Circle

*Burnt

**(Observed at a distance
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Figure 3. a. Rhyolitic projectile point from Site 2.
b. Rhyolitic projectile point from Site 2.
c. Rhyolitic projectile point from Site 2.
d. Brown ware rim sherd outlines from Site 2 (note

separate scale).
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Figure 4. a. Basaltic bifacial slab from Site 2; it may have served as
a cutting/splitting instrument for fish and other animals
and products.

b. Basaltic steep-edged unifacial scraper-like tool from
Site 2.
c. Basaltic steep-edged unifacial scraper-like tool from
Sim 20
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Tigure 5. a. Basaltic bifacially edge-flaked large flake from Site 2,
possibly used to split fish and other animals.
b. Fine-grained volcanic (rhyolitic?) biface from Site 7.
c. Bifacial edge-flaked thin basaltic slab, possibly a fish
knife or multi-purpose cutting instrument noted at Site 2.
d. Silicified rhyolite unifacial scraper-like tool from Site 9.
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Figure 6. Edge-Flaked Donisia Ponderosa Shell Tool.
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Figure 7. Plan Map of Cleared Features on the Lower Hillslope of
Site 12 (UC-BC-44), Cerro de las Calaveras.
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Table 2. Trace Element Analyses of Obsidian Artifacts from the Vicinity of Bahia Las Animas and Obsidian from
Three Known Sources in Baja California, México.

Sample RBppm  SRppm ZRppm SUM RB % SR % ZR % FeMn  Source
TV-1 105.62 85.12 157.91 348.65 30.29 24.41 45.29

TV-2 112.95 86.07 15442 353.44 31.96 24.35 43.69

V-3 97.1 73.68 13571 307.10 31.82 23.99 44.19

SF-1 98.56 34.22 140.76 273.54 36.03 1251 51.46

SF-2 92.19 27.46 131.72 251.37 36.68 10.92 52.40

PM-1 79.07 4722 99.30 225.59 35.05 20.93 44.02 30.8

PM-2 84.73 48.04 99.75 232.52 36.44 20.66 42.90 30.0

PM-3 84.41 49.69 86.80 220.90 38.21 2249 39.29 31.2

BLAl 105.58 66.97 97.79 270.34 39.05 24.77 36.17 43.0 UNK A
BLA2 93.03 55.76 79.88 228.94 40.75 24.36 34.89 405 UNK A
BLA3 104.50 64.97 98.77 268.24 38.96 2422 36.82 453 UNK A
BLA4 97.31 153.34 116.13 366.78 26.53 41.81 31.66 UNKB
BLAS 98.76 59.34 95.76 253.86 38.90 2338 37.72 44.2 UNK A
BLA6 100.90 62.34 99.24 262.48 38.44 23.75 37.81 463 UNK A
BLA7 52.13 146.82 279.47 478.42 10.90 30.69 58.42 UNKC
BLA8 59.68 162.33 307.32 529.33 11.27 30.67 58.06 UNKC

Note: TV = Tres Virgenes; SF = San Felipe; PM = Punta Mangles; BLA = Bahfa Las Animas.
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